
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Clark Boy Scouts Spread Seeds of Community Service By Replanting Garden for Neighbors with Special Needs from The Arc of Union County

Clark, N.J. (May 8, 2007) - When Michael Cowell learned about a fire that had destroyed the home of residents with disabilities in his community, the 16-year-old decided he would do his part to beautify the grounds of the newly rebuilt home on Union County Parkway in Clark.

The home is owned by The Arc of Union County, a non-profit organization that provides services to children and adults with developmental disabilities.  After hearing about how the community and local businesses pitched in to welcome The Arc residents back to the neighborhood, Cowell decided he wanted to give back as well.  

Cowell, a junior at the Academy for Information Technology in Scotch Plains, is also a Clark resident. He gathered the support of his Clark Boy Scout Troop 145 and local merchants, leading a volunteer effort to relandscape The Arc home. During the last two weeks in April, Cowell and some 20 members of his troop turned the barren grounds into a blooming spring garden.

“Michael has created a sense of community spirit that connects neighbor to neighbor and embraces the qualities that make all of us unique. This young man’s leadership is something we can all learn from, ” said Frank Caragher, executive director of The Arc of Union County. “We at The Arc would like to extend our gratitude to the entire Boy Scout Troop 145 for their hard work,” Caragher added.

“Helping the community is a Boy Scout motto, and with every rank comes community service projects and hours,” said Cowell. “I thought the gardening project would be a good way to help people in my own community.” At the same time, for his efforts and dedication, Cowell is rewarded by being promoted to the rank of Eagle Scout.

Cowell said after gaining the approval for the project and the support of his troop, the next step was to raise the funds necessary to purchase supplies for the project such as plants, topsoil and rocks.  To complete this objective, Cowell approached his family members and local businesses for assistance, gaining approximately $750 worth of supplies, gift cards and in-kind donations for the project.  He raised $100 from his family. The rest of the funding and garden supplies were donated by local businesses including: Parker Gardens, Bartell Farm and Garden Supplies, Schiefstein’s Farm, Miele’s, Dreyer Farms, Home Depot of Linden, Shop Rite of Clark, United Arab Agencies, and Pompeii Pizzerias.

After receiving donations to fund his Eagle Scout Project, Cowell was able to begin designing his vision for landscaping the grounds.  Cowell and his troop planted a garden 

Continued

with boxwood and azalea bushes, and an assortment of flowers such as impatiens, primroses, bleeding hearts and hostas.  A donated bench gives residents of the Clark house a place in the backyard to sit, relax, and enjoy their new spring garden under the shade of a blossoming tree that is one of the relics of the original garden.

About The Arc of Union County

The Arc of Union County (www.arcunion.org), based in Springfield, has been providing services to people with disabilities since 1949. The Arc of Union County is a membership-based agency and an affiliate of the National and State Arc.  It is CARF-accredited and a United Way organization.  The agency has grown to include 500 families as members and provides services to 700 people with disabilities.

Page 2

####

             Contact:


Harrington Communications


Angela Harrington


Phone: 973-912-8196


Fax: 973-912-7225


E-mail: angela@harringtoncom.com





� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://www.arcunion.org/images/The_Arc.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











