
First Day of School Puts Smiles on the Faces of Students, Parents and Staff 

At The Arc Kohler School


Mountainside, N.J. (September 10, 2007) – Students at The Arc Kohler School were all smiles on the first day of school on September 6 as their parents, administrators and staff at the school escorted children to the opening day of classes.  Children ages 3 to 10 from throughout central New Jersey, including Union, Essex, Middlesex, Morris and Somerset counties attend The Arc Kohler School, which serves the needs of children with developmental disabilities.

This year, The Arc Kohler School is implementing a unique educational and therapeutic program that integrates children with multiple developmental disabilities into a central classroom environment. The classrooms at The Arc Kohler School are both heterogeneous and homogeneous.  Students with different types of developmental disabilities are grouped together in skill-specific classes to ensure that each child’s individual needs are met with a distinct level of classroom instruction and therapeutic programming that helps students excel at their own pace. 

For example, children with both ambulatory and non-ambulatory developmental disabilities are integrated into the same classroom where they will be taught language and communication based on their individual skill levels.  In some class levels, speech therapy is a part of the language curriculum, while other classes are taught in sign language and students are able to communicate with teachers and their peers.  Catering to each child’s individual, educational and developmental needs with skill-specific classes enables students at The Arc Kohler School to reach their highest academic, social, and physical potential.

“The skill-specific classes are meant to maximize the individual potential of each student,” said Jim Carovillano, principal of The Arc Kohler School.  “Many parents tell us they have witnesses dramatic improvements in their children’s abilities due to The Arc Kohler School’s integrated approach to education and individual attention their children receive in school.”  

Nickie McAuliffe of Westfield has her 5-year-old son, Conor enrolled at The Arc Kohler School for the first time this year.  When researching a school for Conor, McAuliffe said she was “looking for a school that offered total communication with an academic program for sign language.”  McAuliffe said she found The Arc Kohler School appealing because of its classes designed for specific skill learning like sign language, so she enrolled her son in the program. “On the first day of class, Conor was a little nervous,” said McAuliffe, but he soon opened up to his teacher Peggy Yorkovich’s warmth and the welcoming classroom atmosphere. “The Cheerios® for breakfast were also a big hit, “ said Yorkovich.

Evan Winik, 6 of West Orange has been a student at The Arc Kohler School since November of last year.  Evan’s parents accompanied him to his first day of class for the 2007 – 2008 school year. Before selecting The Arc Kohler School, Evan’s parents, Carol and Peter Winik toured and interviewed 5 other schools recommended by the West Orange Board of Education’s child study team and case manager. “We faced many challenges finding a suitable Early Intervention program for Evan, but the West Orange School District’s case manager was very supportive throughout the process, guiding us and taking us on tours of schools like The Arc Kohler School that can give our son the attention he needs,” said Peter Winik.

“The Arc Kohler School has a warm, loving environment, beautiful school facility, and a group of the most caring, skilled and experienced staff.  We felt that it was in our son’s best academic and emotional interest to enroll him in the program at The Arc Kohler School,” said Carol Winik.

About The Arc Kohler School

The Arc Kohler School is part of the educational network of The Arc of Union County, a nonprofit agency that provides professional support services for people with developmental disabilities and their families.  Curriculum and instructional methods at the Arc Kohler School are based upon principles of typical child development. The educational program is tailored to meet the individual needs of each child.  

For more information on programs at The Arc Kohler School, contact James Carovillano, 908-518-0021 or e-mail principal@arckohlerschool.org.
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